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President’s Corner 

 
Hi, I’m Carol and I just moved into President’s chair of your BMW Club and may possibly be one of those “be careful what 
you ask for” moments.  I sometimes wonder what I’ve done, but then, no – I’ve got this!  I’ve been affiliated with the 
BMWCCA St. Louis chapter for roughly 15 years and served on the board for the past 6 years.  I have also represented 
our chapter as a National Ambassador with the BMW Foundation. 

Our St. Louis chapter is quite large and I’d like to encourage more participation though driving events, social events, and 
other activities.  I have a vision of what the next year will bring and promises to be an interesting and fun year.  Your 
board is already working up plans to add events and include sister car clubs on occasion with the objective of increasing 
participation.  

We have many, many members who have untold talents and skills to offer and it’s high time we get better acquainted 
through club activities.  The BMW automobile initially brings us together, but it’s the people who make the club.  We all 
have our personal reasons for joining and I want to tap into those reasons in an attempt to offer as wide a variety of 
events as I can and I encourage each and every one to meet; everyone has something of to offer, so become involved in 
your club! 

The BMW club differs from other clubs in that our mission isn’t just to encourage driving and enjoyment of our cars but to 
participate in safe driving by our sponsoring Street Survival Schools as well as a charitable component.  Some of you may 
not realize that for every dollar our members contribute to charity car shows such as the European Car Show and 
previously Cars on Valhalla, the National organization matches the contribution so the charity’s benefit is doubled.  Do you 
know of any car club that has that noble goal? 

Our goal is to enhance your BMW ownership experience.  We want to have programs that benefit you. 

By the way, you don’t have to own a BMW to be a member.  You just need an interest in the Ultimate Driving Machine.   

Hope to see you at our movie night in February and at future events! 

Thank you for your participation and support! 

 

cars have been added to the display.  The new version will be in soft cover only and is available for sale now.   The hard-
cover limited edition books are available only to donors at a level of $500+. 

The exhibit itself is still running through 19 January 2019, so make plans to visit this fall-there’s still time to organize a trip! 
Contact Carol to coordinate with the Foundation staff. 

The Heroes of Bavaria exhibit is continuing through May 2019 at the Le May, America’s car museum in the 
Seattle/Tacoma area.  The book of the Heroes of Bavaria is now available in soft cover for a retail price of $50.  

For more details, please contact our BMWCCA Foundation Ambassador, Carol Gardner at bacm3@me.com 
 

Idea for an event? 
 

Do you have an idea for an event that you would like to see the Club do?  If so, PLEASE shoot an email to share that with 
any one of our officers or board members.  It does not have to be car related – we simply enjoy getting together! 
Is there something you would like the chapter do in the future such as a fund raiser for a charity, a drive, a social get-
together…  Think about it and let us know – we’re always open to new ideas!  Don’t be afraid to take the bull by the horns. 
If you have an idea, run with it and we’ll find the people to help and support it!  
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Monthly meetings the first Tuesday of the month NORMALLY at Granite City Brewing Company, Olive 
and Craig (just East of I-270) at 6:30 PM.   
 
20 Jan 19 – BMW Club Cars & Coffee at Companion Bakery, 2331 Schuetz Rd, 63146 
 
26 Jan 19—Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, Hazelwood, 8 AM to 10 AM.  
 
26 Jan 19—Caffeine & Chrome, at Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL, 8:30 AM-Noon.  
Complementary coffee, donuts and self-tours of the showroom.  For info, call (618)271-3000 
 
05 Feb 19 – St. Louis BMWCCA movie night.  “No Limits - Impossible is Just a Word” at Landmark Theater - Plaza 
Frontenac  

17 Feb 19 – BMW Club Cars & Coffee – Location TBD 
 
23 Feb 19 -- Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, Hazelwood, 8 AM to 10 AM.    
 
9 Mar 19 – Winter Shootout-Karting at Pole Position, 8800 Watson Rd, St. Louis  
 
23 Mar 19—Last Coffee, Coffee & Cars of the season, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, Hazelwood, 8 AM to 10 AM.   
 
12-14 Apr 19 -- Luau in the Lou!” SCCA Midwest Division majors club racing with time trials, hosted by the St Louis 
Region, SCCA.  At Gateway Motorsports Park, details to follow.  In the meantime, monitor https:// roadracing.stlscca.org 
   
 
Other local car club sites with event calendars; 
 www.stlaudiclub.com 
 www.porschestl.com 
 www.stlscca.org 
 www.carsandcoffeestl.org 
 www.gatewaycobraclub.com 
 www.jagstl.com 
 www.stlgateway.mbca.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Note from John Noce 

It’s been a fast two years and I really enjoyed meeting you and many of the new members.  I would like to thank the board 
for their initiative and efforts to bring many exciting events to the membership.  I don’t really want to single out any one 
activity, but I do want to recognize the Street Survival Team and the volunteers who staff the event, and work closely with 
the teenage students.  This is the premier teen driving school in our region.   Our region is safer because of their efforts.   
Now, I’d like to ask you to welcome the new board.  Carol Gardner is the incoming President who will lead the board and 
interface with the National Office.  Carol has the leadership skills and experiences necessary to continue the many events 
and activities that you enjoy.  Congratulations Carol! 

Tell Your Friends!! 

BMW CCA Membership Immediately qualifies for the Membership Reward Rebate Program on lease, purchase or CPO 
cars.  Just buy a 3-year ($134) membership (cannot be cancelled) and you can apply for a member reward.  See 
www.bmwcca.org/vehicle_rebate for specifics from $250-$1,500.  Must turn in paperwork in 60 days of purchase.  Go to 
bmwcca.org for details.  Get a friend to sign up and use your name and membership number and you will get BMW CCA 
bucks for some cool stuff. 

Editor’s Note 

The holidays are over and we’re already thinking of warmer weather and car events again!  2019 is a blink away and with 
it brings a new era for your BMWCCA St. Louis Chapter.  A new slate of chapter officers will bring more events and fresh 
ideas.  It is our hope that we offer a calendar of programs suited to a wide variety of enthusiasts.  Watch for upcoming 
events through our website, www.stlbmwcca.org, this publication and our Facebook Page.     

Welcome New Members!   

Andy Bosman, Kevin Clark, Jett Gay, Japhet Hoff, Michael Keiser, Monty Mumford, Jay Sterling, Rajees Varghese and 
Joe Wiese. 

Our Sponsors 

We wish to thank our sponsors for their generous contributions to our St. Louis Chapter and encourage you to patronize 
these businesses whenever possible! 

Autohaus BMW. Located 3015 S Hanley Road, Maplewood, Mo. http://www.bmwautohaus.com 

Plaza BMW. 11858 Olive Blvd. Creve Coeur, Mo. http://www.plazabmw.com 

Newbold BMW.  1283 Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, IL.   http://www.newboldbmw.com 

BMW of West St. Louis.  14417 Manchester Road, Manchester, MO.   www.bmwofwestst-louis.com 

JML Audio.  Located at 519 Rudder Road in Fenton.  www.jmlaudio.com 

A&G Auto Spa.  Located at 2352 Centerline Industrial Drive in Maryland Heights.  www.agautospa.com 

Pole Position.  Located at 8800 Watson Road in Crestwood.  www.polepositionraceway.com 

Clear Auto Bra.  Located at 2328 Centerline Industrial Drive in Maryland Heights.  www.clearautobra.com 

Bavarian Enterprises.  Located at 8680 Olive Blvd. in St. Louis, and 14301 Manchester Rd. in Manchester.  
www.bavarianstl.com 

 
Kinetic Motors.  Located at 774 Mark Sharon Industrial Court in St. Louis.  www.kineticstl.com 

 
THANK YOU SPONSORS!!! 

 
 

Nature Usually Prevails 
(Paraphrased, It’s OK to Love Your Car, Ken Kamstra, Pg 177) 

 
Some of us of course hide our cars in the garage during inclement weather.  For a large part of my life, I could not afford 
this luxury.  Hiding your BMW in the garage, will of course, deny you not only the fun of year-round driving your Bimmer 
but of knowing that – on any given day – envious neighbors will be eating their little hearts out as they gaze wistfully upon 
that special vehicle of yours as it sits arrogantly in your drive.  By-the-way, if you have a tree-lined driveway, maybe you 
should forget leaving your car out for show.  Trees usually have birds.  Birds have notoriously inconsiderate bowel habits.  
Well, you know all about that.  But trees pelt your car with resins and sap that are next to impossible to remove.  Inside 
your garage, however, you will only slow – not stop – nature’s relentless campaign to eat your car.  Someone once said 
that if you stood very quietly in your dark garage, you can actually hear your BMW rusting.  Well perhaps in the past that 
was true.  Modern metallurgy helps significantly with this, but doesn’t prevent it totally.  Rusting is nature’s most lethal 
weapon for decomposing all metal in the universe.  Why God chose to concentrate on BMWs may never be known.  
Maybe he had a bad experience with one.  A friend’s BMW (long before I owned one) pretty much dissolved before my 
eyes which opened my eyes to car care.  Living in the Midwest, we enjoy winters where the salt mixture tonnage dumped 
on the streets exceeds the annual snowfall.  Because of this, many of our older (and many new ones too!) come out of 
hibernation only in the late spring when several rain falls have washed away the banks of salt left by over-zealous road 
crews.  Rust is one of Mother Nature’s in-your-face confrontations, and there are so many others and not all can be 
blamed on nature – think renegade shopping carts.  I am guilty of leaving the clean car in the drive for the neighbors to 
see and I am guilty of just a little panic when a bird dive-bombs the car.  If you’re receiving this newsletter, I know you are 
too!   
       

Lifetime Maintenance 

Mike Miller, Roundel’s Tech-Talk author, has assembled a thoughtful and thorough maintenance program which has 
shorter intervals than your owner’s manual which should extend the useful life of your car.  Email Mike at 
techtalk@roundel.org for your copy, which includes revisions and updates.  Also, if you have a BMW technical question, 
don’t hesitate to write Mike with that question.  I have written twice over the years and both times the question and reply 
were in the “Roundel”. 

 
Your Chapter Name Tags 

 
To identify ourselves to other members, and to let the world know that we are BMW loyalists, many of us have purchased 
and proudly wear our BMW Name Tags.  Over time, we find that some of the name tags that have been ordered and 
received by the club, have never been claimed.  In some instances, it's an oversight as the member participates actively in 
our events.  In other cases, we have tags for folks who no one recognizes.  We are holding multiple BMWCCA name tags 
for those who have ordered them.  George McLean brings them to each monthly meeting.  Please see George and claim 
your tag!   
  

Street Survival Instructors & Event Volunteers Needed!!! 
 
Tire Rack – Street Survival School – Family Arena.  This is the BMWCCA’s main event.  It’s our baby and we are very 
successful and in fact, the St. Louis Chapter is one of the more successful chapters in the country!  This is totally, 
TOTALLY thanks to our volunteers!   We can’t do it without you and we can’t continue doing it without new volunteers.  
The old tired people are just that, old and tired.  We need new blood to continue this worthwhile endeavor!   

Contact Chrissy Price for more information.  Price63304@gmail.com 

 
 

 
BMWCCA Foundation 

 
The latest exhibit at National, “The ICON:  50 Years of the 2002,” has been a huge success.   You can see the highlights 
of the exhibit on You Tube, which just may motivate you to see the exhibit in person.   Softcover books featuring the 
exhibit are available for purchase through the Foundation.  A second version was published last month because several 


